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SUB J : PRESS REACTION TO ALMIRANTE MEETINGS WITH MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS AND NSC 

1. FROM MOMENT MSI LEADER ALMIRANTE ANNOUNCED MEETINGS 
HE HAD HAD IN U.S. WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND WHITE 
HOUSE STAFF THERE HAS BEEN CONTINUOUS NEGATIVE COMMENT IN 
ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF THE ITALIAN PRESS. (THERE HAS BEEN NO 
FAVORABLE COMMENT AT ALL, EXCEPT BY THE MSI ORGAN.) FOR 
ITALIAN OBSERVERS, THE MOST SENSATIONAL TARGET OF CRITICISM 
WAS THE MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF THE NSC STAFF, WHICH WAS 
DESCRIBED BY THE MSI AND PICKED UP BY CRITICS, AS A MEETING 
"AT THE WHITE HOUSE." TEXT OF TELEGRAMS OF PROTEST FROM 
LEADERS OF RESISTANCE VETERANS TO THE PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN 
WIDELY REPORTED. 

2. THE HARSHEST AND MOST PROMINENT CRITICISM HAS PREDICTABLY 
COME FROM THE COMMUNIST AND NON-OFFICIAL SOCIALIST 

PRESS. IN THE LINE TAKEN BY THE LEFT, THE RECEPTION OF THE 
"FASCIST" ALMIRANTE HAS BEEN COUPLED WITH ALLEGED U.S. 
SUPPORT FOR "FASCISM" IN SPAIN, AND UNFAVORABLY CONTRASTED 
WITH THE REFUSAL OF VISAS TO COMMUNIST NOTABLES. 

3. COMMENT BY CENTER-LEFT AND CENTER-ORIENTED OBSERVERS 
HAS UNANIMOUSLY JUDGED THE MEETINGS A MISTAKE, SORROWFUL 
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SITUATION, AND AN UNWITTING BLOW TO THE CAUSE OF ANTI- 
COMMUNISM. CENTER-RIGHT COMMENT IS SPARSE AND RESTRAINED, 

BUT AGREES THAT THE HOSPITALITY SHOWN ALMIRANTE WAS A 
"MISTAKE." A FEW REPRESENTATIVE QUOTATIONS FOLLOW: 

4. CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT LEFT-WING DEPUTY PAOLO CABRAS AS 
QUOTED IN COMMUNIST DAILY /PAESE SERA/: "THE MISERABLE SPE- 
CTACLE OF THE COUNSELOR FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS OF PRESIDENT FORD 
INCONVERSATION WITH THE ITALIAN FASCIST LEADER, AT THE SAME 
TIME AS THE WHITE HOUSE PASSED OVER IN SILENCE THE CRIMES OF 
FRANCO, TESTIFIES TO THE CYNICISM OF THOSE ANTI-COMMUNISTS, 
ALWAYS READY TO BARGAIN PRINCIPLES FOR A FEW MISSILE BASES, 

AND FOR A FEW MORE MERCENARIES." 

5. FRIENDLY EXPERT ON U.S. ALBERTO RONCHEY IN /CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA/: "IF THAT (REFUSAL OF VISAS TO COMMUNIST 
NOTABLES) WAS UNDERSTANDABLE CAUTION, THIS (RECEPTION OF 
ALMIRANTE BY COUNSELOR OF WHITE HOUSE) IS AT LEAST A 
MISTAKE-LET US DESCRIBE IT THUS-AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
MISTAKE, WHICH GOES AGAINST ALL CAUTION." 

6. DEPUTY EDITOR OF /LASTAMPA/, CARLO CASALEGNO: (GIVEN 
ALMIRANTE'S FASCIST PAST) "WE WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
STATE THAT THE HEARING ALMIRANTE RECEIVED IN WASHINGTON 
AND NEW YORK, AND HIS VISITS TO THE OFFICES OF THE PRESIDENCY 
AND THE CONGRESS, ARE AN OFFENSE TO ITALIAN DEMOCRACY... BUT 

IT SEEMS MORE IMPORTANT TO REPEAT, FOR ITALIANS AND AMERICANS, 
THAT THE MSI CANNOT BE EITHER A PARTY OF A "FREEDOM FRONT," 

OR A RELIABLE ALLY FOR THE "FREE WORLD. IT IS ALSO MORE IM- 
PORTANT TO SHOW THAT ANY ENCOURAGEMENT OFFERED TO THE MSI 
RIGHT, DISCREDITS BOTH CONSERVATIVE INTERESTS AND THE 
"ATLANTIC CAUSE,' AND WOULD IN FACT HELP THE COMMUNISTS 
WHOM WE WISH TO COMBAT.’ VOLPE 
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